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Juana Martinez Neal was a pioneering Latina civil rights leader who fought
for equality and justice throughout her life. Born in Laredo, Texas, in 1915,
she grew up in a time when discrimination against Latinos was rampant.
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Despite the challenges she faced, she refused to be silenced and went on
to become one of the most important figures in the Chicano movement.

Neal's activism began in the 1930s, when she joined the League of United
Latin American Citizens (LULAC). She quickly rose through the ranks of
LULAC and became a national leader. In 1948, she was elected president
of LULAC, making her the first woman to hold this position. As president,
she led LULAC in a number of successful campaigns, including the fight to
desegregate schools in Texas.

In addition to her work with LULAC, Neal was also active in the Democratic
Party. She was a delegate to the Democratic National Convention in 1948
and 1952, and she served on the Democratic National Committee from
1956 to 1960. She was a close friend of President John F. Kennedy, and
she played a key role in his campaign for the presidency in 1960.

Neal's work for civil rights continued throughout her life. In the 1960s, she
was a vocal supporter of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. She also worked to
improve education and healthcare for Latinos. In 1971, President Richard
Nixon appointed her to the United States Commission on Civil Rights. She
served on the commission for six years and was a strong advocate for civil
rights issues.

Juana Martinez Neal died in 2003 at the age of 88. She left behind a legacy
of activism and fighting for equality and justice. She was a pioneer for
Latina civil rights leaders, and her work helped to make the United States a
more just and equitable place.

The Book 'Brave Juana Martinez Neal'



The book 'Brave Juana Martinez Neal' tells the story of Neal's life and work.
The book is written by Diana López, a professor of history at the University
of New Mexico. López paints a vivid portrait of Neal, a woman who was
both strong and compassionate. She shows how Neal's activism was
motivated by her deep love for her people and her belief in their inherent
dignity.

The book 'Brave Juana Martinez Neal' is an important contribution to the
history of the civil rights movement. It is a must-read for anyone who wants
to learn more about the role of Latinas in the struggle for equality and
justice.

Juana Martinez Neal was a remarkable woman who made a significant
contribution to the civil rights movement. Her story is an inspiration to us all,
and it reminds us that even one person can make a difference in the world.
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