
Planning Office Space: The Use of Redundant
Buildings
Unlocking the Potential of Underutilized Assets for a Sustainable and
Efficient Workplace

In an era of heightened environmental consciousness and economic
challenges, businesses are increasingly exploring innovative and
sustainable strategies to optimize their office space. The repurposing of
redundant buildings offers a compelling solution, unlocking the potential of
underutilized assets while fostering a greener and more efficient workplace
environment.

Advantages of Using Redundant Buildings for Office Space

Environmental Sustainability: Repurposing redundant buildings
diverts them from demolition and waste, reducing carbon emissions
associated with construction and demolition. It also promotes the reuse
of existing materials, conserving natural resources.

Economic Advantages: Acquiring and renovating redundant buildings
is often more cost-effective than building new structures. This can
result in significant savings for businesses, freeing up capital for other
investments.

Urban Revitalization: Transforming vacant or underutilized buildings
can revitalize urban areas, restoring life to neglected neighborhoods
and creating vibrant and sustainable communities.

li>Historical Preservation: Many redundant buildings possess
architectural or historical significance. Repurposing them preserves



their cultural heritage while adapting them to modern needs.

Planning Office Space in Redundant Buildings

Planning office space in redundant buildings requires careful consideration
and a comprehensive approach. Here are key aspects to address:
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1. Building Assessment:

Conduct a thorough assessment of the building's structural integrity,
electrical systems, plumbing, and accessibility to determine its
suitability.

Identify potential environmental hazards and take necessary measures
to mitigate them.

2. Layout and Design:

Develop a functional and aesthetically pleasing floor plan that
maximizes natural light and minimizes energy consumption.

Consider ergonomics and employee well-being when designing
workstations and common areas.
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Incorporate sustainable materials and technologies, such as energy-
efficient lighting and green building certifications.

3. Infrastructure and Amenities:

Upgrade infrastructure to meet the needs of a modern office, including
high-speed internet, Wi-Fi, and data cabling.

Provide essential amenities, such as kitchenettes, restrooms, and
meeting rooms.

Consider incorporating flexible workspaces and breakout areas to
promote collaboration and innovation.

4. Accessibility and Safety:

Ensure the building is fully accessible to all employees, including those
with disabilities.

Implement fire safety measures, emergency evacuation plans, and
security systems.

Provide adequate parking and transportation options for employees.

Case Studies and Best Practices

Numerous successful examples showcase the potential of repurposing
redundant buildings for office space. Here are some notable case studies:

1. Google's King's Cross Campus, London:

Converted a former gasworks site into a vibrant and sustainable office
complex.



Emphasized natural light, green spaces, and employee well-being.

2. The Old Post Office, Washington, D.C.:

Transformed a historic post office building into a luxury hotel and office
space.

Preserved the building's architectural heritage while incorporating
modern amenities.

3. Arup's Fitzroy Place, Melbourne:

Renovated two redundant buildings into a LEED Platinum-certified
office space.

Featured sustainable design principles, natural ventilation, and
rainwater harvesting systems.

Repurposing redundant buildings for office space offers a compelling
solution for businesses seeking sustainability, cost-effectiveness, and urban
revitalization. By adopting a comprehensive planning approach that
addresses building assessment, layout and design, infrastructure, and
accessibility, businesses can transform underutilized assets into vibrant
and efficient workplaces. By embracing this innovative strategy, businesses
can unlock the potential of redundant buildings and create a sustainable
and thriving future.

The book "Planning Office Space: The Use of Redundant Buildings"
provides a comprehensive guide to this exciting and rapidly growing field. It
offers practical insights, best practices, and case studies to empower
businesses in maximizing the benefits of repurposing redundant buildings



while creating environmentally conscious and employee-centric
workplaces.
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