
Ripper: The Secret Life of Walter Sickert, the
Notorious Victorian Painter
In the annals of true crime and art history, few names are as intriguing as
Walter Sickert. A prominent Victorian painter known for his atmospheric and
enigmatic works, Sickert has long been suspected of being the infamous
serial killer Jack the Ripper.
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The evidence linking Sickert to the Ripper murders is circumstantial and
largely speculative, but it has nevertheless captivated the imaginations of
historians, criminologists, and the public alike. In this article, we will delve
into the life and career of Walter Sickert, examining the theories and
controversies surrounding his possible connection to the Ripper killings.

Sickert's Early Life and Artistic Career
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Walter Richard Sickert was born in Munich, Germany, in 1860. His father,
Oswald Sickert, was a Danish artist and his mother, Eleanor Whistler, was
an American art collector. Sickert spent his early childhood in England and
France before returning to Munich to study art at the Royal Academy of
Fine Arts.

In the 1880s, Sickert returned to England and established himself as a
leading figure in the avant-garde art scene. He was a close friend and
associate of James Abbott McNeill Whistler, Edgar Degas, and other
prominent artists of the period.

Sickert's early paintings were influenced by Impressionism, but he later
developed a unique style that combined elements of realism, symbolism,
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and the macabre. His subjects often included scenes of everyday life,
urban landscapes, and portraits of enigmatic and often unsettling figures.

Sickert and the Ripper Murders

In 1888, a series of brutal murders occurred in the East End of London.
The victims, all women, were prostitutes who had been brutally killed and
mutilated. The killer, who was never identified, became known as Jack the
Ripper.

Soon after the Ripper murders, rumors began to circulate that Sickert was
involved in the crimes. The rumors were fueled by Sickert's interest in
violence and the macabre, as well as his close association with the East
End of London.

One of the most compelling pieces of evidence linking Sickert to the Ripper
murders is a series of letters that he wrote to a friend in 1888. In the letters,
Sickert described in graphic detail the murders of two of the Ripper victims,
Catherine Eddowes and Mary Jane Kelly.

However, it is important to note that the letters were not discovered until
after Sickert's death in 1942. Some experts believe that the letters were a
hoax, while others believe that they were genuine and that Sickert was
indeed the Ripper.

Theories and Controversies

Over the years, numerous theories have been proposed about Sickert's
possible involvement in the Ripper murders. Some historians believe that
Sickert was the Ripper, while others believe that he was an accomplice or a
witness to the crimes.



One of the most controversial theories is that Sickert was a member of a
secret society that was involved in the Ripper murders. This theory is
based on the fact that Sickert was a Freemason and that some of the
Ripper victims were found with Masonic symbols carved into their bodies.

However, there is no credible evidence to support this theory. In fact, most
historians believe that Sickert was not involved in the Ripper murders and
that the rumors about his involvement were simply the result of his interest
in violence and the macabre.

Sickert's Later Career and Legacy
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Walter Sickert, "The Camden Town Murder," 1908

Despite the rumors about his involvement in the Ripper murders, Sickert
continued to have a successful career as an artist. He became a member
of the Royal Academy in 1926 and was awarded a knighthood in 1937.

Sickert died in 1942 at the age of 81. He is considered one of the most
important British artists of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. His work is
held in major museums around the world.

The mystery of Jack the Ripper remains unsolved to this day. However, the
rumors about Sickert's involvement in the crimes continue to fascinate and
intrigue people around the world. Sickert's enigmatic life and art have
ensured that he will forever be linked to the legend of the Ripper.

Walter Sickert was a complex and enigmatic figure who remains one of the
most fascinating characters in art history. His work is both beautiful and
disturbing, and his possible connection to the Ripper murders has only
added to his legend.

Whether or not Sickert was actually Jack the Ripper is a mystery that may
never be solved. However, the rumors and theories about his involvement
in the crimes have ensured that he will forever be remembered as one of
the most notorious figures in true crime history.
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