
Strategic Communications and American
Security in World War II: A Harvard Historical
Study
Strategic communications is a critical element of national security, and its
importance has only grown in the modern era. During World War II, the
United States employed a wide range of strategic communications
techniques to achieve its security objectives. These techniques included
propaganda, public relations, media relations, diplomacy, and intelligence.
This book provides a comprehensive analysis of the role of strategic
communications in American security during World War II, based on
groundbreaking research from the Harvard Historical Studies series.
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The Importance of Strategic Communications

Strategic communications is the use of communication to achieve strategic
objectives. It is a critical element of national security because it can be
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used to influence public opinion, shape the media narrative, and build
support for government policies. Strategic communications can also be
used to deter adversaries, demoralize enemy forces, and promote national
unity.

The American Experience in World War II

The United States entered World War II in December 1941, after the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. The United States faced a daunting
challenge: defeating the Axis powers, which included Germany, Japan, and
Italy. To achieve this goal, the United States needed to mobilize its
economy, build up its military, and secure the support of its allies. Strategic
communications played a vital role in all of these efforts.

The Role of Propaganda

Propaganda is a form of communication that is designed to influence public
opinion. During World War II, the United States government used
propaganda to promote support for the war effort. This propaganda was
disseminated through a variety of channels, including radio, film, print
media, and public speeches. Propaganda was effective in mobilizing public
support for the war, and it also helped to shape the media narrative in favor
of the United States.

The Role of Public Relations

Public relations is the management of the public's perception of an
organization or individual. During World War II, the United States
government used public relations to promote a positive image of the war
effort. This public relations campaign was successful in building support for
the war and in countering the propaganda of the Axis powers.



The Role of Media Relations

Media relations is the management of the relationship between an
organization or individual and the media. During World War II, the United
States government used media relations to control the flow of information
to the public. This media relations campaign was effective in shaping the
media narrative in favor of the United States and in countering the
propaganda of the Axis powers.

The Role of Diplomacy

Diplomacy is the art of negotiation and compromise. During World War II,
the United States used diplomacy to build alliances with other countries
and to secure the support of neutral nations. This diplomacy was
successful in isolating the Axis powers and in building a coalition of nations
against them.

The Role of Intelligence

Intelligence is the collection, analysis, and dissemination of information
about an adversary. During World War II, the United States used
intelligence to track the movements of enemy forces and to develop
strategies to defeat them. This intelligence was vital to the success of the
Allied war effort.

Strategic communications played a vital role in American security during
World War II. The United States government used a wide range of strategic
communications techniques to achieve its security objectives, including
propaganda, public relations, media relations, diplomacy, and intelligence.
These techniques were effective in mobilizing public support for the war
effort, shaping the media narrative in favor of the United States, and



countering the propaganda of the Axis powers. The American experience in
World War II provides valuable lessons for policymakers today on the
importance of strategic communications in national security.
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Spiritualism in the American Civil War
An Unseen Force in the Midst of Conflict The American Civil War, a
bloody and protracted conflict that tore the nation apart, was not just a
physical...
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