
The Cosmological Arguments: Elements in the
Philosophy of Religion
An Exploration of the Philosophical Arguments for the Existence of
God

The cosmological arguments are a group of philosophical arguments that
attempt to demonstrate the existence of God from the nature of the
universe. These arguments have been debated for centuries, and they
continue to be a source of interest for philosophers and theologians alike.
In this article, we will explore the three main cosmological arguments: the
Kalam cosmological argument, the cosmological argument from
contingency, and the fine-tuning argument.

The Kalam Cosmological Argument

The Kalam cosmological argument is based on the premise that everything
that begins to exist has a cause. This premise is then used to argue that
the universe must have a cause, and that this cause must be God. The
argument can be summarized as follows:
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1. Everything that begins to exist has a cause. 2. The universe began to
exist. 3. Therefore, the universe has a cause. 4. The cause of the universe
must be a being that is uncaused, eternal, and powerful. 5. Therefore, God
exists.
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The Kalam cosmological argument is a powerful argument, but it is not
without its critics. One of the main criticisms of the argument is that it relies
on the premise that everything that begins to exist has a cause. This
premise is not self-evident, and it is possible to imagine scenarios in which
things could come into existence without a cause. For example, it is
possible that the universe could have always existed, or that it could have
been created by a being that is itself uncaused.

Despite these criticisms, the Kalam cosmological argument remains a
popular argument for the existence of God. It is a simple and
straightforward argument that is accessible to people of all backgrounds.

The Cosmological Argument from Contingency

The cosmological argument from contingency is based on the premise that
all things are contingent. This means that all things could have been
otherwise than they are. For example, it is possible that the universe could
have been created with different laws of physics, or that it could have been
created at a different time or place. The argument from contingency can be
summarized as follows:

1. All things are contingent. 2. If all things are contingent, then there must
be a necessary being. 3. A necessary being is a being that cannot not exist.
4. Therefore, there must be a necessary being. 5. The necessary being is
God.



The cosmological argument from contingency is a powerful argument, but it
is not without its critics. One of the main criticisms of the argument is that it
relies on the premise that all things are contingent. This premise is not self-
evident, and it is possible to imagine scenarios in which things could be
necessary. For example, it is possible that the laws of logic are necessary,
or that the existence of God is necessary.

Despite these criticisms, the cosmological argument from contingency
remains a popular argument for the existence of God. It is a simple and
straightforward argument that is accessible to people of all backgrounds.

The Fine-Tuning Argument

The fine-tuning argument is based on the premise that the universe is fine-
tuned for life. This means that the universe has a number of features that
are necessary for life to exist, and that these features are all set to very
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precise values. For example, the universe must have a certain
temperature, a certain density, and a certain amount of dark matter. If any
of these features were changed by even a small amount, life would not be
possible. The fine-tuning argument can be summarized as follows:

1. The universe is fine-tuned for life. 2. The fine-tuning of the universe is not
likely to have happened by chance. 3. Therefore, the fine-tuning of the
universe must have been done by a designer. 4. The designer of the
universe is God.

The fine-tuning argument is a powerful argument, but it is not without its
critics. One of the main criticisms of the argument is that it relies on the
premise that the universe is fine-tuned for life. This premise is not self-
evident, and it is possible to imagine scenarios in which life could exist
even if the universe were not fine-tuned. For example, it is possible that life
could exist in a universe with a different temperature or a different density.

https://newspaper.aroadtome.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6ImFEVGpObnc5SkZnY3R6TFk0U1dMQTlZak1sNEZxaDdoY3F6UFZzWmVnQWZ6VkRGQjFVSWdwN3NoVDZpRytVUHNzVmthOFArVWNKMm1Yd29mRWFIVzIwN1dMYldleWI1RlBGVWtTZjh4VTJ6bWVWeHJzcGhEdFwvYjA4c1pnaGZPc3ZDNW5FaWxYY2lMcHhMQ2FsdzZ5cGhjK0dwOHNEMXJCMk9DUXJlK2FGUkNKM3F5aFlvR245STFwZ0tBZ1BJd3VONTBQRUF6Qk5JQVpzXC90QlFmNFVsdz09IiwiaXYiOiJlNjUyZTNlZjk2NzBhZTAyNDhmM2U0OGE3MWMyM2ZmZSIsInMiOiIwNmQwZmVhZGMyMmMwNDM1In0%3D


Despite these criticisms, the fine-tuning argument remains a popular
argument for the existence of God. It is a simple and straightforward
argument that is accessible to people of all backgrounds.

The cosmological arguments are a group of philosophical arguments that
attempt to demonstrate the existence of God from the nature of the
universe. These arguments are powerful, but they are not without their
critics. However, they remain popular arguments for the existence of God,
and they continue to be a source of interest for philosophers and
theologians alike.
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