
The Poetic Force of Faith: Exploring the
Power of Poetic Effort in the Works of George
Herbert and George Whitefield
In the realm of literature and spirituality, few figures have harnessed the
power of poetry as effectively as George Herbert and George Whitefield.
Their verse, imbued with a profound sense of faith and devotion,
transcended mere words, becoming a conduit for transformative spiritual
experiences.

This article delves into the extraordinary poetic efforts of Herbert and
Whitefield, examining the ways in which their words ignited a deep
connection with the divine. Through their exploration of themes such as
grace, redemption, and the human soul's yearning for God, they crafted
poetry that continues to resonate with readers centuries later.
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George Herbert: The Metaphysical Master

George Herbert (1593-1633),an Anglican priest and poet, is widely
regarded as one of the greatest metaphysical poets of the 17th century. His
poetry, known for its intricate wordplay, witty conceits, and profound
exploration of religious themes, has left an enduring legacy on English
literature.

Herbert's poetic efforts were deeply rooted in his own spiritual journey. As a
devout Anglican, he sought to use his poetry as a means of expressing his
faith and devotion. His poems often grapple with the complexities of human
nature, the nature of God, and the search for divine grace.

One of Herbert's most famous poems, "The Collar," exemplifies the power
of his poetic effort. In this poem, Herbert explores the tension between his
desire for freedom and his recognition of the need for God's guidance. The
poem begins with a vivid description of Herbert's frustration with God's
perceived constraints:

“I struck the board, and cried, "No more! / I will abroad!"”

However, as the poem progresses, Herbert's tone shifts. He realizes that
true freedom lies not in rejecting God but in submitting to His will:

“"But as I raved and grew more fierce and wild / At every word,
Methought I heard one calling, Child!"”



The poem concludes with a powerful affirmation of Herbert's faith, as he
recognizes the transformative power of God's grace:

“"My God, thou art a tower of strength, / Which standest by the
feeble soul / That trusts in thee and not on stone, / When rock
of ages melt away!"”

George Whitefield: The Evangelical Firebrand

George Whitefield (1714-1770),a prominent Evangelical preacher and
theologian, was known for his passionate sermons that ignited religious
revivals throughout the British Isles and the American colonies.

While Whitefield is primarily remembered for his preaching, he was also a
gifted poet. His poetry, like his sermons, was characterized by its emotional
intensity and its focus on the themes of sin, repentance, and salvation.

One of Whitefield's most famous poems, "Wrestling Jacob," captures the
essence of his evangelical message. The poem, based on the biblical
account of Jacob's wrestling match with God, vividly portrays the struggle
between human weakness and the power of divine grace:

“"Come, O thou Traveler unknown, / Whom still I hold, but
cannot see! / My company before is gone, / And I am left alone
with thee; / With thee all night I mean to stay, / And wrestle till
the break of day."”



Through his powerful imagery and heartfelt language, Whitefield conveys
the urgency of the human soul's need for God. The poem concludes with a
triumphant declaration of God's ultimate victory over sin and death:

“"I'll never let thee go, till I a blessing see / If thy name is Love,
then Love hath made a slave of me. / If thy name is Strength,
and might, then thou art strong to save, / And man is weak to
wrestle with almighty Grace!"”

The Enduring Legacy of Poetic Effort

The poetic efforts of George Herbert and George Whitefield have left an
indelible mark on the world of literature and spirituality. Their poems
continue to inspire, challenge, and move readers, fostering a deeper
connection with the divine.

Through their masterful use of language and their profound exploration of
religious themes, Herbert and Whitefield demonstrated the transformative
power of poetic effort. Their works stand as a testament to the ability of
poetry to transcend the boundaries of mere words and become a conduit
for profound spiritual experiences.

In an age marked by noise and distraction, the poetry of Herbert and
Whitefield offers a sanctuary for meditation and reflection. Their words
remind us of the enduring power of faith, the beauty of devotion, and the
importance of seeking a deeper connection with the divine.

Call to Action



If you are seeking a deeper connection with your faith or simply seeking to
be inspired by the power of words, I encourage you to explore the poetry of
George Herbert and George Whitefield. Their works are readily available in
print and online, and their words continue to resonate with readers
centuries after they were first written.

May their poetic efforts ignite a flame of faith within you and inspire you on
your own spiritual journey.

Further Reading

George Herbert on the Poetry Foundation website

The Poetry of George Whitefield

The Power of Poetic Effort: Studies in the Lyric of George Herbert by
Jonathan F. S. Post

George Whitefield: Life and Ministry by J. Iain Murray
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