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Nicholas Ferrar and Little Gidding is a captivating work that transports
readers to a unique and extraordinary chapter in English history. Explore
the life and legacy of Nicholas Ferrar, a devout Anglican priest who
established a remarkable religious community in the small village of Little
Gidding during the tumultuous 17th century.
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Amidst the religious and political turmoil of the time, Nicholas Ferrar sought
refuge in the countryside, where he Free Downloadd the manor house of
Little Gidding in 1625. Here, he established a vibrant religious community
that became a beacon of piety and learning. Ferrar's vision of a Christian
household, where prayer, study, and community service intertwined,
captivated many, including the archbishop of Canterbury, William Laud.

The Pillars of Little Gidding

The Little Gidding community was founded on strict religious principles and
Free Download. Members committed themselves to a life of prayer and
obedience to their leader, Nicholas Ferrar. They followed a daily routine
that included rising at 5:00 AM, attending daily services, and engaging in
various domestic and agricultural tasks.
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Essential to the life of the community was the Ferrar family. Nicholas's
siblings, John and Mary, played central roles in the community's
organization and spiritual guidance. John managed the household's
finances and practical affairs, while Mary led the household's religious
instruction and oversaw the production of handwritten books and prayer
rolls.

The Art of Harmony and the Harmony of Art

The Little Gidding community not only excelled in piety but also in artistic
pursuits. They produced exquisite illuminated manuscripts, which
showcased their exceptional penmanship and artistic skills. These books,
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known as "the Ferrar Harmonies," are treasured examples of 17th-century
craftsmanship and devotion. The community's artistic talents also extended
to music, with members composing and performing sacred and secular
pieces.

The Legacy of Little Gidding

The Little Gidding community flourished under Nicholas Ferrar's leadership
until his death in 1637. However, their story did not end there. The
community continued under the leadership of John and Mary Ferrar until
the outbreak of the English Civil War in 1642. During the war, the manor
house was ransacked and the community dispersed.

Despite their displacement, the legacy of Little Gidding lived on. The
Ferrars' emphasis on prayer, community, and artistic expression influenced
subsequent generations of Anglicans. The manor house was eventually
restored and became a pilgrimage site for those seeking inspiration from
the community's example.

Rediscovering Little Gidding



In the 20th century, there was a renewed interest in the Little Gidding
community. A famous poem by T.S. Eliot titled "Little Gidding" brought the
community's story to a new audience. Today, visitors can explore the ruins
of the manor house and visit the nearby church where Nicholas Ferrar is
buried.
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Nicholas Ferrar and Little Gidding is an essential read for anyone
interested in English history, religious communities, or the intersection of art
and piety. Through detailed research and engaging storytelling, historian
Nicholas Tyacke presents a vivid portrait of this extraordinary community
that left an enduring legacy.

Embark on a literary and historical adventure that will leave you inspired
and captivated. Nicholas Ferrar and Little Gidding is a book that will stay
with you long after you finish reading it.
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